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The design task was to marry eighty-four years

of history by integrating a contemporary, open, \;\
and functional living space inside a 1924
landmark that overlooks the Rideau Cana. ~— ¢of

opportunities. The footprint of the house is

small (approximately 183 square meters). It was

Living Area i i Dining Area
That the house had scarcely been changed i i
since it was originally constructed was both i i
a virtue and a challenge that enabled design e . % %
| |
1 1
| |
| |
| |
| |
|
| |

therefore not possible to create a loft-like setting

on the ground floor that seemed simultaneously

open and provided the required distinct work/ -
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living spaces.

The house was re-envisaged as a vertical loft:

an open, four-storey volume reaching from

the basement to the ceiling of the new roof.
The new main level and ormer basement level
are opened to each other by a wide stair that
highlights view to the home’s original stone
foundation walls. Hence, the former Victorian

main living level, once segregated into four orenToseLow

separate rooms, is now made open and

spacious. The small, original windows are

replaced with large windows both at the front
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and rear of the new parlour, visually extending

that space into the front yard and the back yard,

and, finally, enabling views from the back yard

(all the way through the house) to views of the
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Rideau Canal.
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